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The Union for Traditional Judaism and its rabbinical seminary (the Institute
for Traditional Judaism) were founded by those faculty members of the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America (JTS) and their constituents in the Conser-
vative movement who rejected what was considered the liberalization of JTS
and the movement. The establishment of both the union and the institute
immediately followed the decision of the Jewish Theological Seminary of

America to ordain women as rabbis.

The Jewish tradition teaches that:

1. One Cod created the universe and endowed the humans in it with -

intelligence and the ability to choose good or evil,
2. God revealed Torah to Israel (torah min hashamayim), and
3. Torah—both written and oral— as transmitted and interpreted by our
sages, from Sinai down through the generations, authoritatively ex

presses the will of God for the Jewish People’
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Building on the Foundation of these Beliefs, the Union for Traditional Juda
ism is Committed to the Following:

A. The Authority of Halakhah (Jewish Law)—(Derekh haHalakhah veSam
khutah)

Study and observance of Torah is the means whereby Jews draw closer .-
to God and become His partners in creation, sanctifying the world under
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C. Love and Respect for Our Fellow Jews—(Ahavat Yisrael)

The mitzvah of ahavat yisrael directs us to relate lovingly and respect-
fully to all Jews regardless of their level of commitment to traditional Jewish
beliefs and observance of Halakhah. We must cooperate, to the fullest ex-
tent possible within the parameters of Halakhah, with other Jewish groups
and their leaders, without regard to the political boundaries of denomina-
tional affiliation. Shared history and common destiny are sufficient reason
for making far-reaching efforts to preserve the unity of kelal yisrael (the en-
tire Jewish people).

In addition to demanding mutual respect, ahavat yisrael requires that
we champion adherence to halakhic norms.6 Bringing Jews closer to Torah
is one of the most important challenges we face today, and we believe that
this goal can most réadily be achieved through an approach which encour-
ages, educates and persuades. In taking such an approach, we are emulating
God’s display of love and concern for the Jewish people even when they were
not fulfilling their religious commitments.” God expects us to continually
strive to reach our collective potential as a community. We must therefore
create synagogue and communal settings where all Jews are made to feel at
home, yet are constantly stimulated to bring Jewish observance and study
into their homes and their daily lives by rabbis and laymen whose own shared .
striving and commitment are evident.

D. Love and Respect for Humanity and Creation—(Kevod haberiyot) ,

God’s covenant of Torah with the Jewish people does not annul His -
relationship with the world or with humankind; rather, it enhances it. God
continually cares for the world He has created (hashgahah) and for every
person in it. Since the Jewish people are commanded to imitate God’s lov-
ing care, we must be concerned with creation in general and with humanity
in particular. In the case of creation, we must respect the integrity of nature
and oppose its degradation. In the case of humanity, we must respect the
dignity of all human beings and oppose their oppression. God’s covenant of
Torah assumes universal morality then raises us to a higher spiritual level
(kedushah) as we approach universal redemption (ge'ulah).

E. Redemption —(Ge'ulah)
We share the age-old dreams for messianic deliverance and trust that
ultimate redemption will come when God sees fit. We see in history the

6. Leviticus 19:17-18.
7. Nehemiah 9.

place of Torah
closer to God.



